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Unit 3 Portfolio Assignments

Assignment 1

Summary of “Wild Geese” by Mary Oliver

In this poem, the speaker brings out the theme of human despair and loneliness whereby he addresses a lonely person and advices them on what to do in case they feel sorry and lonely. He further compares human condition with nature by use of natural features like trees, mountains, rivers and the wild geese of which the poem is named (Oliver). 

The Experience of Reading “Wild Geese” Poem Aloud.

Reading this poem aloud brought about different experiences. While reading the poem a loud, I tried to listen to myself with imagination that actually I was talking to my fellow human being who appears despised and lonely as a result of occurrences of this world. While reading the poem, the first two lines of the poem seem to have an ambiguous meaning. I also came to realize that one doesn’t have to be good as the speaker is saying in the poem. As a I result, I found myself indulging in a deep thought of controversy and difference in opinion of the persona and the teachings of religion of goodness and repentance. As I moved along with the poem and read the lines ahead, I found that the persona continued to support his feeling in the first line. These preceding lines explain that one does not have to suffer or be punished for the wrong doing since noone s perfect. The persona claims that no matter how sorry one feel about self, the world will still move on and hence he calls everyone to start appreciating the natural human world like the flock of wild geese flying high up in the clean blue sky.

Summary of “The Tyger” by William Blake

In this poem, the speaker talks mainly about tiger and wonders what kind of an immortal being could have created such a dreadful creature. He compares the creator of the tiger to the blacksmith, and wonders on what furnace was the brain of the fearful was (Gale, Cengage). 

The Experience of Reading “The Tyger” Poem Aloud.

While reading aloud this poem, I saw myself to be like a human questioning all the supreme and immortal being that created the whole world. I came across several mysterious questions about the wonders of nature. In the midst of reciting the poem a loud, just like the persona in the poem, I wondered on whether the same being who created the tiger is the same one who created the lamb. As the poem begins the repetition of the words “tiger tiger”, burning bright brings out the fearsome nature of a tiger. This also brings out the speakers view of religions God. 

In the midst of the poem, I sometimes wondered on whether the same God claimed to be good is the same who created all the evils in the world. The poem seems to be raising questions on the role of the creator in the evils of the world. As the poem comes to an end the poet wonders whether was the tiger’s creator was glad after creating it. Reading through the poem especially aloud using different moods is interesting and it leaves one with questions about the creator of the cosmos.

Summary of “Anthem for Doomed Youth“by Wilfred Owen

This poem reveals the sense of instability caused by war and death. The poet talks about those soldiers who die in war like cattle and are not granted Christian rituals and rites of the dead (Owen). 
The Experience of Reading “Anthem For Doomed Youth“ Poem Aloud.

Reading this poem aloud brings out a sense of sadness and helplessness. As I sing, I can figure out how human beings tries to avoid the reality of death and grief. As I sing aloud, I can feel the persona mourning and wondering of the devastitative effects of war.  The poem has a more realistic form of the expression of grief and the rituals of mourning. The poem has a Shakespearean rhyme scheme and its analogy and lament for the dead. Reading throughout the poem, the speaker clearly shows the meaningless of religion compared to the effects of war. It shows that religion cannot console the human loss of the people lost in the war front.
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